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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to application filed December 13. 2001 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-10 . 

3. D The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 



* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 
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of each sheet. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 
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EXAMINER'S COMMENT and REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the following features must be shown 
or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

a. in claim 1, 

"the controller also being configured to provide to the data exchanging device a 
third status indication, the third status indication being provided to the data exchanging 
device prior to receipt by the controller of the second status indication, the third status 
indication indicating whether the system successfully stored the data in the system"; 

and, 

b. in claim 6, 

"providing from the controller to the data exchanging device a third status 
indication, the third status indication being provided to the data exchanging device prior 
to the receipt by the controller of the second status indication, the third status indication 
indicating whether the system successfully stored the data in the system"; 

as to the above limitations, the drawings fail to show or depict the feature wherein the 
third status indication is being provided prior to the receipt of the second status indication — 
while it is acknowledged that the second and third status indications are shown in the apparatus 
depiction in Figure 4, nevertheless, the claimed "prior to" timing feature involving the third 
status indication is not shown in any of the drawings. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 
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A, Correction of Informalities 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected drawings must be filed with the changes incorporated therein. Identifying 
indicia, if provided, should include the title of the invention, inventor's name, and 
application number, or docket number (if any) if an application number has not been 
assigned to the application. If this information is provided, it must be placed on the front 
of each sheet and centered within the top margin. If corrected drawings are required in a 
Notice of Allowability (PTOL-37), the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE 
MONTH shortened statutory period set for reply in the "Notice of Allowability." 
Extensions of time may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 for filing 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability. The drawings 
should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official 
Draftsperson. 

B. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO-948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted by the Draftsperson, MUST 
be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted (preferably red 
ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into the new drawings MUST be approved 
by the examiner before the application will be allowed. No changes will be permitted to 
be made, other than correction of informalities, unless the examiner has approved the 
proposed changes. 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit acceptable corrected drawings within the time period set in the 
Office action. See 37 CFR 1.185(a). Failure to take corrective action within the set (or 
extended) period will result in ABANDONMENT of the application. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In independent claims 1 and 6 directed towards a system and method that may be used to 

execute a memory operation, the following limitations, 
Claim 1, 

"the controller also being configured to provide to the data exchanging device a 
third status indication, the third status indication being provided to the data exchanging 
device prior to receipt by the controller of the second status indication, the third status 
indication indicating whether the system successfully stored the data in the system"; 
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Claim 6, 

"providing from the controller to the data exchanging device a third status 
indication, the third status indication being provided to the data exchanging device prior 
to the receipt by the controller of the second status indication, the third status indication 
indicating whether the system successfully stored the data in the system"; 

such limitations taken in combination with the remaining limitations are not found in and 

are not obvious in view of the prior art of record. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Elmore whose telephone number is (703) 308-6256. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Kim can be reached on (703) 305-3821. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for regular 
communications, (703) 746-7240 for Non-Official/Draft communications and (703) 746-7238 
for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 




Stephen Elmore 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2186 
March 21, 2003 
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